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 I was really looking forward to 
having some free time this year.   Luke start-

ed 1st grade so I had all day to myself.  What am 
I going to do with all my free time?  What project should 

I start first?  And, what did I decide.  I went back to work.  It 
wasn't’ something I was planning on doing, but the opportunity 

fell in my lap.  Part time, flexible hours, work from home if needed, 
9-3 Monday through Friday.  How could I pass it up?  But none of those 

things are what made me decide to go back to work.  The one thing that 
convinced me was the organization itself: HAVE Dreams.  It is an organiza-

tion that offers autistic children after school and weekend programs to help them 
learn social and life skills that they need to function as individuals in their everyday 

life.  When I go to work, I feel like I am working on a philanthropic project for PRCW 
but getting paid for it.  It makes me think everyday what a wonderful group PRCW is, 

and how much of this same philanthropic work we do for so many needy organizations 
like HAVE Dreams.

Philanthropy is really what sets up apart from other womens organizations in Park Ridge.  
Whether it’s a soup kitchen for the homeless, making goody bags for sick children in the 
hospital, or planning a big fundraiser to benefit a needy organization, there is always an 
opportunity to get involved with PRCW.

Our General Meeting this month is a fun and simple way to get involved with a philan-
thropic activity.  All the money raised at our Anything Goes Silent Auction will go directly 
to our General Fund to be disbursed at the end of the year.  If you can only attend one or 
two General Meetings each year, this is one you definitely don’t want to miss.  And the 
more items we have to auction off, the more money we can raise, so please go through 
your closets, attics, etc. and find some things to donate.  It’s a great evening!

And, don’t forget on Columbus Day, we will be making goody bags again for Kid 
Power so bring your kids to Oakton and let them be creative.  They can decorate 

bags, make get well cards and help stuff the bags with lots of goodies for the 
children.  The children loved receiving the goody bags and I think our kids all 

had a great time making them.

Hope you are all enjoying this beautiful Fall.   Have a safe and 
Happy Halloween.

Monday, October 1, 7:30pm 
Board Meeting 
Leah Cannon’s House 
830 S. Chester 

Monday, October 8, 10am-12pm 
Ryno KidCare Philanthropic Event 
Oakton Ice Rink, Olympic Room 

 
Tuesday October 9, 7:30pm  
Book Circle Discussion 
Mary Beth Avery’s Home, 219 Gillick

 
 
Monday, October 20, 7:30pm 
GM & Anything Goes Silent Auction 
Annette Bess’ House 
815 S. Crescent 
 
 
Wednesday, October Date/Time TBD 
Breakfast Club 
Andrea Beall-Rizzo’s House 
526 S. Prospect 
 
 
Monday, October 29th 
Prospective Member Informal Meeting 
Maureen Forsythe’s House 
518 S. Crescent 
 
 
Saturday, November 3, 7:30pm 
Progressive Martini Party 
Kelly Passaneau’s  
1025 S. Greenwood & 
Leah Cannon’s House 
830 S. Chester 
 
 
Monday, November 5, 7:30pm 
Board Meeting 
Maureen Forsythe’s House 
518 S. Crescent

 
Monday, November 12, 7:30pm 
GM & Yoga Speaker 
Theresa Connolly’s House 



Philanthropy

Laura Ellison 
630-673-1520 
lauraellison@hotmail.com

Goody Bags for KidPower	
Monday, October 8, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Oakton Ice Arena,  Second Floor	

Olympic Room

Bring your kids and join us on Columbus Day as we create Hallow-
een goody bags once again for KidPower.  The bags will be donated 
to children who are hospitalized because of a serious illness.  You 
are encouraged to donate goodies even if you can�t attend.  This is a 
great opportunity to let your kids shop with you to �nd goodies that 
someone else will appreciate so much.

I am asking that all donations be dropped o� at my house (1029 
Kent Avenue) BEFORE the event.  Below are some suggestions to 
get you started.

For Kids:  books, play doh, stickers, coloring books, crayons For Teens:  
new CDs, card games, magazines, electronic handheld games, jour-
nals, pens

Dinner for the Homeless
Don�t forget to join us with your children on Thursday, October 25th 
from 5:45 pm until 7:00 pm as we serve a home cooked meal to 
the folks at Catholic Charities in Des Plaines.  We have many people 
signed up for this event but could always use more.  All of the food 
will need to be prepared before we arrive at the center.  If you are 
interested in preparing part of the meal and/or serving the food, 
please contact Laura Ellison.  

Cooking and serving food with your children is such a fun and sim-
ple way to show them how easy it is to help others in need.

Hope to see you there!

 

  ANYTHING GOES
   SILENT AUCTION 
Monday October 15 @ 7:30 pm

A wise woman once said, �One woman’s junk is another 
woman’s treasure.”  

Well we are looking for your�alright I won�t call it junk, but we are 

accepting donations for our annual Anything Goes Silent Auction.  

We are combining our General Meeting and this lovely fundraiser in 

one evening.  Items will be on display all over Annette Bess’  beauti-

ful home (817 S. Crescent) & all the money generated will go into 

our general fund, which is distributed at the end of the year. 

 

						      IDEAS 

We know that everyone has something in their home that they 

would like to get rid of or maybe you would like to donate some 

kind of service.  Well, this is your chance.  Examples of items donat-

ed last year are; grandma�s fur stole, holiday wine glasses & bowls, 

6 dozen homemade cookies, gift wrapping services, a homemade 

soup dinner, ice skates, suede frames, cookbooks, free babysitting 

services, candlesticks & new kids clothing.  Maybe you have a gift-

card from a store that you will never use.  The possibilities for dona-

tions are endless, but the time to act is now!  Pick up the phone or 

your �ngers and call or email Mary Whit�eld (847.518.1237, mary-

whit@comcast.net) or Theresa Connolly (847.518.8960, with your 

donation.   No item is to large or too small�.well, I least we don�t 

think so.  We would prefer to have all the items before the event so 

that we can make bid sheets for everything.  

If  you would like to drop of something, you can leave it on Annettes 

from porch.  Please leave a note with your name and an opening 

bid suggestion. Thanks!

Past President

Mary Whitfield 
847.518.1237 
marywhit@comcast.net

Be sure to check out the website at www.prcw.org for updates 

regarding coming events, signup sheet information, the mem-

bership facebook and more! 

Publicity 

Melanie Lee 
773-594-6499 
mel3lee@hotmail.com




